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Each year, AAWCC National recognizes a local chapter 

for the support it gives to women on its campus and how 

it could be a model for others wanting to do the same.  

During the AAWCC breakfast at the 2015 Annual AACC 

Conference, Chemeketa Community College’s Chapter 

was awarded the 2015 AAWCC Chapter Award.  Cheme-

keta was recognized for offering women opportunities in 

professional development, education about women’s  

issues, and networking.  Representatives from the chapter 

were in attendance at the breakfast and received a plaque 

plus $250 for chapter activities.  In related news, Erika 

Coker, a board member of the Chemeketa Chapter, won 

the AAWCC Regional Scholarship for $500.  She is 

working on her Master’s degree at Portland State  

University.   

Chemeketa Chapter Wins National Award 

Summer Retreat on the Oregon Coast 
This year’s summer conference will be held on July 16, 

2015, at the beautiful Salishan Lodge and Conference 

Center in Gleneden Beach.  The theme for the confer-

ence is “Surfing the Waves—Navigating Your Future.”  

The day will feature keynote speakers Georganne Willis 

and Mary Stinnett as well as a panel of leaders to discuss 

planning and strategizing for your professional, personal, 

and financial future.   

The event is scheduled from 8:30 am to 4 pm with break-

fast and a networking lunch included.  Register before 

May 31 for only $95.  A block of rooms are available at 

Salishan; mention the “AAWCC Summer Conference” 

and receive rates starting at $123 per room.  The special 

rates are available for two days prior and after the conference should you wish to extend your stay at the coast.  

For more information and to register, see the AAWCC website at www.aawccoregon.org/.  

Come network with your colleagues from across the state at the “AAW– Sea-Sea” Summer Conference! 

http://www.aawccoregon.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Felci.us%2Fwhy-oregon%2F&ei=KmJCVdrOOMOpogTAo4DQAw&bvm=bv.92189499,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNFnK9oIR12yzq0dPrw9XeTpQA7Bvg&ust=1430500262498014


 

 

It is time to welcome spring and new growth.  We can enjoy longer days, warmer temperatures, and the col-
or of blooming flowers.  Many of you will be planting gardens soon.  It is a great time for renewed energy 
and connection.  As we see the growth of spring, we can also see the growth in our organization.  The 
board has been working hard on new and exciting ideas for our conferences.  The summer conference, 
Surfing the Waves, Navigating Your Future, on July 16, will be at the Salishan Conference Center on the 
Oregon coast.  Using a new registration company, we will simplify the registration process.  Also, we have 
been able to archive our photographs and post them on our web page.  You can see all the great pictures 
from our past events.   

We will have a new group of OILD (Oregon Institute of Leadership Development) participants June 22 
through June 25 at Silver Falls.  So many women have learned and grown so much from that experience.  
This year will be no different. 

Our fall conference will be November 19 and 20, 2015, at the Embassy Suites in Tigard, Oregon. The 
theme is “Power of the Past…Force of the Future.”  Again, it is a wonderful event that supports the growth 
and connection for all women in community colleges.   

The AAWCC Oregon chapter continues to enlighten, empower, engage, encourage and celebrate our col-
leagues in community colleges across the state.  It is great to know that there is that support in our profes-
sional arena.  We continue to have valuable professional development with our conferences and we all have 
made incredible connections with our peers.  We all love seeing our AAWCC sisters doing well.   

Enjoy the season and join us for all of the upcoming events.  

“Always do your best.  What you plant now, you will harvest later.”  Og Mandino 

President’s Message 
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American Association of Women in Community Colleges  
Oregon Chapter 2015 Board Members 

 
President, Julie Kopet 

President-Elect, Carol McKiel 
Past President, Cherie Maas-Anderson 

Vice President Finance, Cherie Maas-Anderson 
Vice President Membership, Sydney Frost 

Vice President Communications, Donna Zmolek 
Vice President Annual Conference, Lynn Irvin 

Vice President Summer Conference, Donna Lewelling 
Vice President Records, Deb Nicholls 

Vice President Registrar, Heather White 
Vice President Webmaster, Melissa Aaberg 

Vice President OILD, Jan Woodcock 
President Emeritus, Karin Magnuson 

Ex-Officio Member, OILD Co-Director, Mary Spilde 
Ex-Officio Member, OILD Co-Director, Julie Huckestein 

Julie Kopet,  

AAWCC Oregon President To all of my community college colleagues:  



 

 

Karin Magnuson was awarded the Carolyn DesJardins Leader-
ship award for 2014 at the AAWCC-Oregon fall conference.  
This award is given annually to someone who has demonstrat-
ed outstanding leadership and made a significant contribution 
to community colleges. 

Karin has influenced the lives and careers of hundreds of 
women who have worked in community colleges.  She has 
worked in the Business and Employer Services Department at 
Linn-Benton Community College for the past two decades, 
has been active in her local AAWCC chapter, and has served 
as president of AAWCC-Oregon.   

A regular presenter at the annual fall conference, Karin is 
committed to the AAWCC mission and inspiring others to achieve their goals.  She pours her heart and soul into 
all endeavors she undertakes and has a way of making everyone feel that their contribution is essential.  Her lead-
ership in community colleges and in AAWCC has served to shape our state chapter to give it the drive and spirit it 
needs to lift our current and future generations of women to new heights.   

Karin continues to serve on the AAWCC-Oregon board as President Emeritus.   

            Karin Magnuson 
Wins Prestigious Leadership Award 

Karin Magnuson (right) and Linda Reisser at the 2014 Fall Conference 
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Save the Date for the 2015 AAWCC Fall Conference 

Be sure to mark your calendars for the AAWCC Fall Conference.  This year’s theme is “Power of the Past . . . 

Force of the Future.”  The conference will once again be held at the Embassy Suites in Tigard, Oregon.  The 

conference will be held on November 19 and 20, 2015.  Online registration begins in September.   

Lane CC women enjoy lunch at the 2014 Fall Conference AAWCC President Julie Kopet speaks to conference attendees 



 

 

AAWCC National Day of  Dialogue 

To celebrate AAWCC’s 40 years of service, 
community college chapters around the country 
hosted a National Day of Dialogue during the 
month of March.  In the sessions, participants 
discussed topics relevant to women in  
community colleges, higher education, and in 
the workforce in general.  Participating chapters 
around Oregon included Blue Mountain, Lane, 
and Mt. Hood community colleges.  The  
format of the discussions varied from one hour 
to all day events.   

Forty MHCC employees and students partici-
pated in MHCC’s AAWCC Day of Dialogue 
event on March 17, contributing their thoughts 
via email, a “Graffiti wall” and video-taped  
interview sessions, all centered on the question 
“What issues are women facing at MHCC  
today?” AAWCC representatives were available 
to answer questions, spark discussion and offer 
membership registration, and plan to share the passionate  
responses and keep the conversation going campus-wide.  

Kristina Holton from Lane Community College had the following to say about Lane’s Day of Dialogue:  “Overall, 
this format was probably one of the most unique forms of discussing leadership that I have attended.  Round  
table discussions allowed for a more intimate atmosphere that allowed everyone to ask and answer questions in a 
more authentic way. There was very little posturing, and also very little self-depreciating comments, both of which 
I feel can often plague all-women discussions. It felt earnest and grounded in an honest exchange of positive and 
concrete ideas for building and sustaining leadership skills within the college.”   
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Mt. Hood Community College’s chapter was one of many 

around the nation who discussed issues facing women today  

Silver Falls State Park 

Plan to attend OILD or Nominate a Leader from Your Campus 

Save the date for the 2015 Oregon Institute for Leader-

ship Development.  The 26th annual OILD will be held 

June 22-25, 2015.  This is a professional development 

opportunity for community college women interested in 

leadership as well as personal and professional growth.  

The institute is held at the beautiful Silver Falls Confer-

ence Center located east of Salem.  Information on the 

program and the selection process was sent to the 

AAWCC Campus Contacts and college presidents in 

February.  To register or submit your nominee, contact 

Lynn Irvin at lynn.irvin@chemeketa.edu.   

Silver Falls State Park 

mailto:lynn.irvin@chemeketa.edu


 

 

Campus Connections 
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Blue Mountain Community College 
By Velda Arnaud 
 

BMCC’s new Business Club is collecting donations for a clothing closet in May, and our AAWCC chapter has 
partnered with them to organize and conduct the event. The clothing closet, named Cheap Tricks, will be open on 
May 14 for students to purchase clothing items. Money received from sales will go towards scholarships.  

Our AAWCC chapter is also endorsing monthly professional development workshops on campus. These work-
shops are sponsored by BMCC’s Human Resources department. So far, employees have participated in Your 
Social Workplace Culture, Create a Professional Development Plan, Introduction to Myers-Briggs Personality 
Type, and Dealing with Difficult People. Spring term workshops include Time Management, Project Manage-
ment, and Stress Management.  

For more information on Blue Mountain’s chapter, see their website at   http://bluecc.edu/about-bmcc/staff-
web/organizations/aawcc.   

Chemeketa Community College 
By Lynn Irvin 
 

Chemeketa’s chapter partnered with Multicultural Student Services in 
November to offer the documentary , A Walk to Beautiful, along with 
guest speakers. This event raised awareness of the plight of Ethiopian 
women, highlighting the patients, caring doctors and a hospital  
supporting the recovery and surgical procedures necessary to give 
hope and a meaningful life to very young pregnant women who have 
complications with childbirth. The event raised enough money to pay 
for a life altering surgery for one of the young Ethiopian women. It 
was made even more special by a college employee who planned a trip 
to Ethiopia to visit the hospital and deliver the funds.  

The December activity was a plea to college employees to Pay it  
Forward for the Holidays. The chapter asked college employees to donate 
gifts, toys, gift cards, and cash for fellow employees who could use a boost during the holidays. The chapter also 
asked for nominations. Over $600 was collected and every person nominated was helped. They cherished the 
outpouring of generosity. The thanks the chapter received was truly heartwarming. There was so much gratitude 
for these unexpected gifts! This will be repeated on a yearly basis! 

The 2015 adventures have begun. The chapter held the 2nd annual clothing sale for students 
on February 19. Clothing was sold for $1 per item. This is a popular event for the students 
who were able to purchase clothing for themselves and their families for a rock bottom price, 
and the chapter raises money for scholarships and activities. The event raised $650, and  
dozens of bags of clothing were donated to the Union Gospel Mission for their women’s 
shelter, Simonka Place.  It was a win for the employees who cleaned out their closets and  
donated clothing, a win for the students who purchased good clothing for a great price, a win 
for the Union Gospel Mission who received clothing for their shelter and a win for the  
chapter who raised money for the chapter! 

http://bluecc.edu/about-bmcc/staff-web/organizations/aawcc
http://bluecc.edu/about-bmcc/staff-web/organizations/aawcc


 

 

Mt. Hood Community College 
By Roxanne James 

MHCC’s AAWCC Chapter saw its largest number of 
attendees at the AAWCC Fall Conference in recent 
years, reflecting the growing interest & commitment 
to AAWCC at Mt. Hood. Our own VP of Archives, 
Heather White, contributed her facilitation skills by 
leading a highly-attended break-out session as well! 

In October, MHCC Chapter members demonstrated their AAWCC spirit and bowling skills by forming 
two bowling teams for the MHCC foundation event “Bowling for Scholars,” which helped to raise nearly 
$10,000 for student scholarships! 

Our chapter has kicked off another year of our “In-House Speaker Series,” which are monthly sessions 
showcasing the stories, professional paths, experiences and 
talents of our inspiring women employees. Each month 
has a theme, featuring panelists with similar stories or roles 
at the college. So far this year we’ve learned from and been 
inspired by the “Been Here, Seen That, and Done That” 
panelists (those who have been at the college for several 
years) which included chapter member Sheri Mosher and 
MHCC employees Raye Ann Yapp and Brenda Brady; the 
“Gatekeepers” panel (administrative assistants) which 
highlighted MHCC employees Kim Sharer and Garie 
Zordich; and most recently, an “OILD attendees” panel 
which included chapter President Sydney Frost, Past-
President Eran Smith, VP of Archives Heather White, 
chapter member Stephanie Debner, and MHCC employee 
Sharon Juenemann.  

Finally, our chapter is excited to welcome 10 new members in 2015, including our first student members! 
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Lane Community College 
By Siv Serene Barnum 
 

We started our year hearing from Interim Vice President Dawn 

DeWolf and her expedition to Machu Picchu in Peru. The session 

was titled “Little by Little, I Walk Far,” a Peruvian proverb and 

applicable for her life’s journey. She shared amazing pictures and 

relayed stories of the camp sites, food and native people.  

In January, Lane’s chapter held its first ever Bunco Night and had 

a blast. Several people attended who have since become members, 

especially since we plan on having a summer Bunco.  

In February, members were encouraged to meet up at Lane’s art 

gallery to participate in the closing reception for ‘Generous.’ Siv 

Serene, Chapter President, and Claudia Riumallo, who attended OILD in 2014, gave a session on Professional 

Journaling using pen and paper but also digital journaling. They covered reflective writing, focused freewriting, 

concept mapping, word collage, metaphors, dialoging, and Siv Serene even shared poems.  

Members gathered at Siv Serene Barnum’s home for Bunco night 
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Fifteen Women Earn Excellence Awards 

2014 Excellence Award Winner  

Deb Nicholls with Jenny Silve 

2014 Excellence Award Winner Siv Serene 

Barnum with LCC President Mary Spilde 
2014 Excellence Award Winner  

Rinda Johnson with Donna Larson 

2014 Excellence Award Winner Gwen Cox 

with Karin Magnuson 

Oregon community colleges honored outstanding individ-
uals by nominating them for the AAWCC-Oregon Excel-
lence Awards.   

Fifteen Women were honored at the annual fall confer-
ence.  The 2014 Excellence Award winners were: 
 

Diane Drebin, Blue Mountain 

Nancy Green, Chemeketa 

Rinda Johansen, Clatsop 

Kathy Smith, Central Oregon 

Charlotte Lavender, Columbia Gorge 

Donna Lewelling, CCWD/HECC 

Jamie Jennings, Klamath 

Siv Serene Barnum, Lane 

Gwen Cox, Linn-Benton 

Christi Hart, Mt. Hood 

Catharine Pavlish, Oregon Coast 

Melissa Aaberg, Portland 

Joe Momyer, Rogue 

Deb Nicholls, Southwestern 

Jessica Richardson, Umpqua 

 

Chosen by local AAWCC membership, 
these women were selected for the  
differences they have made for women 
at their own community colleges. 

It’s not too early to start thinking about 
someone at your college who deserves 
this recognition.  Recipients need not be a member of 
AAWCC to receive the award.  More information on how 
to nominate an outstanding woman at your campus will be 
available prior to the 2015 Fall Conference. 

2014 Excellence Award Winner  

Donna Lewelling with Evelyn Roth 

2014 Excellence Award Winner  

Melissa Aaberg with Sarah Tillery 

2014 Excellence Award Winner 

Nancy Green with Lynn Irvin 

2014 Excellence Award Winner Jessica 

Richardson with Umpqua women 



 

 

AAWCC Campus Contacts 
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Blue Mountain CC 

Velda Arnaud varnaud@bluecc.edu  

(541) 278-5740 

2411 NW Carden Ave.  

PO Box 100  

Pendleton, OR 97801 

Central Oregon CC 

Jennifer Newby jnewby@cocc.edu 

(541) 383-7572  

2600 NW College Way  

Bend, OR 97701 

Chemeketa CC 

Lynn Irvin lynn.irvin@chemeketa.edu 

(503) 399-5012  

4000 Lancaster Dr. NE  

PO Box 14007  

Salem, OR 97309 

Clackamas CC 

Teri Olsen terio@clackamas.edu 

(503) 954-3194 

19600 S. Molalla Ave. 

Oregon City, OR 97045 

Columbia Gorge CC 

Lori Ufford lufford@cgcc.cc.or.us 

(541) 506-6025 

400 E. Scenic Dr.  

The Dalles, OR 97058 

Clatsop CC 

Lois Tivey ltivey@clatsopcc.edu 

(503) 338-2371  

1653 Jerome Ave.  

Astoria, OR 97103 

Community Colleges  

  & Workforce Development (CCWD) 

Debbie Moller debbie.moller@state.or.us 

(503) 378-8648, ext. 286  

255 Capitol St. NE  

Salem, OR 97310 

Klamath CC 

Rachel Spoon spoon@klamathcc.edu 

(541) 880-2210 

7390 South Sixth St.  

Klamath Falls, OR 97603 

Lane CC 

Siv Serene Barnum barnums@lanecc.edu 

(541) 463-5894 

4000 East 30th Ave.  

Eugene, OR 97405 

Linn-Benton CC 

Jeanine Howell howellje@linnbenton.edu 

(541) 917-4697 

6500 Pacific Blvd. SW  

Albany, OR 97321 

Mt. Hood CC 

Roxanne James roxanne.james@mhcc.edu   

(503) 491-7580  

1415 SE 122nd Ave. 

Portland, OR 97233 

Oregon Coast CC 

Vacant 

332 SW Coast Hwy.  

Newport, OR 97365 

 

Oregon Community  

    College Association 

Stephanie Bobb stephanie@occa17.com 

(503) 399-9912 

260 13th Street NE 

Salem, Oregon 97301 

Portland CC 

Cherie Maas-Anderson cmaas@pcc.edu 

(503) 977-4266 

PO Box 19000  

Portland, OR 97280 

Rogue CC 

Daniella Bivens dbivens@roguecc.edu 

(541) 245-7991 

3345 Redwood Hwy. 

Grants Pass, OR 97527 

Southwestern Oregon CC 

Colleen Keen  colleen.keen@socc.edu 

(541) 888-7352 

1988 Newmark Ave. 

Coos Bay, OR 97420 

Tillamook Bay Community College 

Vacant 

4301 3rd Street 

Tillamook, OR 97141 

Treasure Valley CC 

Jessica Breidinger jbreidinger@tvcc.cc 

(541) 881-5812 

650 College Blvd. 

Ontario, OR 97914 

Umpqua CC 

Nancy Nowak nancy.nowak@umpqua.edu 

and Debbie Hill debbie.hill@umpqua.edu 

(541) 440-4668 

2555 NE Diamond Lake Blvd. 

Roseburg, OR 97470 

mailto:tparker@bluecc.edu
mailto:jnewby@cocc.edu
mailto:lynn.irvin@chemeketa.edu
mailto:lufford@cgcc.cc.or.us
mailto:ltivey@clatsopcc.edu
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mailto:howellje@linnbenton.edu
mailto:linda.neumann@mhcc.edu
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